
DUBLIN/DARLINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

January 19, 2011 

Wilson Community Center 
 

Members Present: Rich Norling, Chairman   Guests:   Billy Boniface 

   Jane Howe, Secretary       Russell Kovach 

   Stephen Smith        Bob Riley 

   Donald Thomas                         John Sauers 

   Alan Thompson                   Chad Shrodes 

Shirley Thompson                  Sgt. Kevin Thomas 

             

Rich Norling called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM.   

 

Review of Minutes: Rich Norling made a motion to approve the minutes of December 15, 2010, as corrected.  The 

correction is that the DVFC has received $10,000 towards the boat replacement fund from Exelon Corporation, not the 

boat. Stephen Smith seconded.  Passed. 

 

Government Updates 

 

County Executive’s Representative:  Rich Norling stated that Jane Walker is still recovering from surgery and her 

temporary replacement, Patty Gonzalez, had another meeting to attend. 

 

Billy Boniface, County Council President, reported that County Council is moving forward after dealing with “building 

chaos” as offices were evacuated due to structural faults and public meetings suffered from snow cancellations.  He said 

that the solid waste fees will be increasing because the landfill facility is not paying for itself.  The upside is that this 

might increase motivation to recycle more.  He commented on the schedule for the land use element plan starting with the 

Master Plan followed by Parks & Rec, the flood plain and a new element focused on bike and pedestrian paths.  He said 

that Pete Gutwald has an aggressive plan to meet the State timeline.  He has four plans to deal with using only limited 

staff.  In discussion about local County Councils, Billy said that both Abingdon and Bush River are looking to start new 

councils.  A comment was made that Churchville needs to step up also.   

 

Discussion followed about the state of the evacuated building.  Billy said the focus of County Council will be on the 

budget for the next few months.  But the concept of a new administration building will be considered before any rehab of 

the old building is authorized.  The building is buckling and twisting in the middle.  Windows are popping out.  

 

Sheriff’s Representative:  Sgt. Kevin Thomas explained that he has been at the funeral of a fallen officer all day.  It was 

extremely sad and exhausting.  He will email the December reports to Jane Howe.  (see attached) 

 

Sgt. Thomas next talked about how important it is to lock your car.  Thieves are targeting neighborhoods and go through 

car by car.  They take garage door openers out of unlocked cars and get into the garage where the inventory can hit $5,000 

very quickly.  They also take GPS devices.  He urged everyone who has a GPS in the car not to program their home 

address.  He said to pick something close by, but not the exact home address.  He said to take your GPS out of the car if 

you are using valet parking or parking in a commuter lot.  He explained how much time it takes to follow through on a 

police call.  Doing reactive work takes away from doing proactive work.  In answer to questions about crime designations, 

Sgt. Thomas explained that a robbery is a crime against a person.  A burglary is a crime against property, 1-4
th
 degree.  

Felony theft is separated from misdemeanor at $1,000.  He said that locking doors and leaving lights on is the best 

deterrent “penny for penny.”  

 

Chad Shrodes, District D Councilman, wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He talked about the timeline for the 

Master Plan and incorporating the Land Use Element Plan.  He enumerated several items that he is particularly excited 

about such as the approved 1000 foot buffer for tax credits at the landfill.  It goes into effect on July 1.  He went door to 

door to tell people they were eligible.  He was glad to meet them and hear their concerns.  A discussion followed about 

traffic, dust and noise at the landfill.  A lot of debris blows off unsecured loads.  It may be a matter of getting warning 

signage in place as people enter and exit the property.   

 



Senator Barry Glassman – Jane Howe read a letter regarding the intersection at Trappe Church Road and Route 136 

from David Malkowski, SHA District Engineer, to Barry.  He said an evaluation of the intersection shows that the 

pavement markings are in compliance with current standards.  A work order has been submitted to upgrade the advance 

intersection warning sign.  Weather permitting, work should be completed in 90 days. 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

1. Dublin-Darlington Community Section of the Harford County Master Plan – The revised document, e-

mailed earlier this month, was thoroughly discussed.  Rich Norling will make the suggested changes and email the 

final document for consensus. 

 

2. Aberdeen Water Permit – The topic did not come up at the recent SRBC meeting. 

 

3. LNG Pipeline – No news. 

 

4. New Members – There are still openings on the Council.  Jane Howe said she has been in contact with the few 

remaining DDCA board members and invited them to the DDCC meeting. 

 

5. Future Guests – Rick Grambo, newly elected school board member, will be asked to come to the February 

meeting. 

 

New Business:  A DAC hearing is scheduled for “Miller” field, 11 acres slated for Parks and Rec soccer fields.  A public 

input meeting was held last spring.  Funding is in place for FY12.  Jane Howe will bring site plans to the next meeting. 

 

Good of the Council: 

~  Charles Day has moved out of the area and rumor has it that a March 3 wedding is planned! 

~  Jane Howe said the first edition of the 21034 Community E-newsletter is due out on February 1.  The newsletter will be 

published monthly with the deadline for submitting news on the 15
th
 of each month. 

~ Scholarship applications for adult students were available from the Harford County Chamber of Commerce. 

~ Registration forms for the New Visions for Women Conference were available. 

 

Adjournment: Donald Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Shirley Thompson. The meeting 

adjourned at 9:12 PM.   

 

Next Meeting:  February 16, 2011, 7PM.    

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Jane Howe 


